Research Exposes Dangerous Flaws in State Concealed
Handgun Permit Systems
Multiple news outlets and research organizations have closely examined concealed carry permit systems in
place in many states and found a variety of dangerous flaws. The nation’s premier research center — the
National Research Council — found no evidence that concealed carry reduces crime rates.
■

A December 2011 investigation by The New York Times analyzing North Carolina’s concealed carry permit
system found more than 2,400 permit holders who were convicted of felonies or misdemeanors, excluding
traffic-related crimes, over a five-year period and more than 200 who were convicted of felonies, including at
least 10 who committed murder or manslaughter. The Times research found that more than 200 permit
holders were convicted of gun- or weapon-related felonies or misdemeanors, including approximately 60 who
committed weapon-related assaults. The Times also reported that in about half of the felony convictions,
1
authorities failed to revoke or suspend the permit, even in cases of murder, rape, and kidnapping.

■

A 2007 in-depth review conducted by the South Florida Sun Sentinel of Florida’s concealed carry law found
that Florida’s licensing system had granted concealed carry permits to: more than 1,400 people who had
pleaded guilty or no contest to a felony; 216 people with outstanding warrants; 128 people with active
domestic violence injunctions; and, six registered sex offenders.2

■

Research in 2008 by The Commercial Appeal found that Tennessee’s concealed handgun permitting system
has armed dozens of people with violent criminal histories, including a man convicted of sexually assaulting
his ex-girlfriend and then, armed with an assault rifle and a handgun, abducting her. The newspaper identified
70 residents of Shelby County, Tennessee, who were issued permits despite arrest histories that included
robbery, assault, and domestic violence. The paper cited one case in which a permit holder had 25 arrests
on his record when he obtained his concealed carry permit. He was later the subject of federal charges for a
series of bank robberies. The newspaper’s research also found that individuals with felony convictions were
issued concealed carry permits because of administrative flaws within the state agencies that issued the
permits.3

■

A 2009 investigation by The Indianapolis Star of Indiana’s concealed handgun system found that many
dangerous individuals were granted concealed handgun permits, including: one man who pressed the barrel
of a loaded handgun into the chest of a woman holding her one-year-old son; another man whose handgun
was confiscated by police three times (twice for firing the weapon in public); and, a man who had been
arrested for allegedly dealing crack cocaine and was later accused of beating his girlfriend. The investigation
found that “in all of these cases — and hundreds of other questionable ones uncovered by The Indianapolis
Star — the Indiana State Police granted that request [for a concealed carry permit], often over the objections
of the local police department and even though, in some cases, it appears the State Police had a legal
obligation to deny the permit. Even worse, many of those people committed subsequent crimes, some with
the guns they were legally permitted to carry.”4

■

A 2011 investigation of Michigan’s concealed handgun law by Booth newspapers uncovered serious
problems with the law’s reporting requirements including: incomplete records; spotty compliance by counties
under a duty to report; and, unreported criminal convictions. Specific problems identified included instances
where licenses were reinstated after convictions when they were supposed to be revoked. One county
revoked just one license in nine years because of a procedural misunderstanding. The report stated,
“Countless other cases are unaccounted for, either because county licensing boards are not notified of the
outcome of criminal charges, or they neglect to take action. Revocations are not completed, so they never
show up in public reports.”5

■

A 2010 audit of Colorado’s concealed handgun permit database by the Office of the State Auditor found
serious inaccuracies and inconsistencies that could endanger law enforcement personnel. For example, the
database was woefully incomplete in that only 55 percent of concealed handgun permits issued in Colorado
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PREEMINENT RESEARCH
INSTITUTION REJECTS CLAIM
THAT LAX CONCEALED CARRY
LAWS REDUCE CRIME
In 2004 the National Research
Council’s Committee on Law and
Justice determined that studies —
such as those conducted by progun researcher John Lott —
indicating a relationship between
concealed carry laws and overall
crime rates were not reliable.
Specifically, the Committee
carefully examined Lott’s data
and research methods and
concluded “that with the current
evidence it is not possible to
determine that there is a causal
link between the passage of
right-to-carry laws and crime
rates.”6

were represented in it. Of the 32,000 records that were in the
database, 63 percent contained inaccuracies or inconsistencies:
11,000 (22 percent) had incorrect expiration dates; 18,000 (35
percent) had no expiration date listed at all; and, 2,000 (four percent)
were duplicate records. These flaws greatly diminished the utility of
the database to police who relied on the information to: help keep
officers safe by making them aware of persons that may have a gun;
share information among law enforcement personnel about persons
whose behavior may render them ineligible to possess a permit; and,
verify the validity of a permit when law enforcement comes into
7
contact with a permit holder who is carrying a concealed handgun.
■

Beginning in 1998, the Violence Policy Center conducted four
studies analyzing the operation of the Texas concealed carry law.
The final VPC study, License to Kill IV: More Guns, More Crime, was
completed in 2002 and incorporated the findings of the previous
three studies. It found that from 1996 to 2000, Texas concealed
handgun permit holders were arrested for weapon-related offenses
at a rate 81 percent higher than that of the general population of
Texas aged 21 and older. These weapon-related offenses included:
279 arrests for assault or aggravated assault with a deadly weapon;
671 arrests for unlawfully carrying a weapon; and, 172 arrests for
deadly conduct/discharge firearm.8
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